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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. IV.

Belief in tbe
Roman
Empire not
extinct*

Patrician. He had soon need to seek the Patrician's
help for himself. In A,D. 798 a sedition broke out: the
Pope, going in solemn procession from the Lateran to
the church of S. Lorenzo in Lucina, was attacked by
a band of armed men, headed by two officials of his
court, nephews of his predecessor; was wounded and
left for dead, and with difficulty succeeded in escaping
to Spoleto, whence he fled northward into the Frankish
lands. Charles had led his army against the revolted
Saxons: thither Leo following overtook him at Pader-
born in Westphalia. The king received with respect
his spiritual father, entertained and conferred with him
for some time, and at length sent him back to Rome
under the escort of Angilbert, one of his trustiest
ministers; promising to follow ere long in person.
After some months peace was restored -in Saxony,
and in the autumn of 799 Charles descended from
the Alps once more, while Leo revolved deeply the
great scheme for whose accomplishment the tune was
now ripe.
Three hundred and twenty-four years had passed since
the last Caesar of the West resigned his power into the
hands of the senate, and left to his Eastern brother the
sole headship of the Roman world. To the latter Italy
had from that time been nominally subject; but it was
only during one brief interval between the death of Teia
the last Ostrogothic king and the descent of Alboin the
first Lombard, that his power had been really effective.
In the further provinces, Gaul, Spain, Britain, it was only
a memory. But the idea of a Roman Empire as a neces-
sary part of the world's order had not vanished: it had
been admitted by those who seemed to be destroying it;
it had been cherished by the Church; was still recalled